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To Whom it may concern;

| The enclosed hand writlen document comes from Dr. Edric Baker who is the founder, chief medical

officer. administrator and fund raiser for the clinic. The document speaks for itself. I leave it in the
hand written form because it gives the flavor of the whole request. 1 have known Fdric for 8 good
number of years and am impressed by the dedication and devotion that he gives to the health care

orom detoribed here. ILis because of this thol that T do not hesilate o help him find some doclor L
accompany him in his service to the poor of thal area. ST T

_ 'TA word about Df. Edrie Baker: ' ) |
" Fdric came to work in Bangladesh in the late "70s and early '80s. He worked in an ordinary
hospital, Jearning the language and practices of the medical people here. However after a brief time he

_ig_ealized that health care was not really getting to the type of poor person in which he was genuinely

mterested. In searching for a way to do this, he cotwinced the Bishop of the Bangladesh Church

(formerly the Anglican Church of Bangladesh) to let him put up his clinic on land near one of their
- Churches. 1t was in the <mall and remote village of Thenarbaid. 1t is there he has worked for some 14

years, gradually building up both the physical and personnel structures that he envisions to be a true
Christian approach to health care. 1 don't have any pictures. except mental ones, of the clinic facilities
themselves, but they are very simple. adobe mud brick walls, with corrugated tin'roofs. Edric lives
simply right on the compound with the patients. What he describes in his Job Description for a Doctor
should be read very carefully. There is no exaggeration in his words. ' _ '

= '-::’-;'%“*"‘“Aﬂy—rremn*geinﬁovﬂféereigﬁﬂuﬁ%%wark_wiihilacal.,peaplg; needs to learn_their language. A
minimum of 4/5 months of good languege study would  certainly be required for a doclor. Of course, all
people learn languages at different rates and it would depend on the person’s own ability to learn. The
advantage a new doctor would have is that Edric would be with him and be able to quickly acquaint him
with the medical vocabulary that would be needed. ' C
" | have watched a number of doclors work in Bangladesh situations. It is amazing how they are able
to adapt. Indeed, this adaptation is a sign of their comprehensive medical knowledge and innate skill,
shown in the way they jugele medical facilities and medicines in the care of their palients. Critics have
come and said that things should never be done that way. Still the many cured and helped for whom NO
other medical care would be available, have a whole different perspective of such methods. .

As Lo the commitment which Edric is asking, | would suggest that a person interested sheuld come
for a visit. 1t is only then thal a person would know if he of she wanted o de such work. A three year
commitment would be normal for person doing work in foreign countries for the first time. Again |

- suggest that the Job Descriplion be read carefully and accurately.. A more Christian and betler
commitment would be hard to find,

Peace and all good things.

(Rev) Douglas T Venne MM
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